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Chapter 3:: Park Standards & Inventory

Purpose of the Existing Inventory
Knowing what parks are in a park system is one of the traits of an outstanding parks system. It is
important to understand what park, recreation and open space facilities are currently available and
to assess the current condition of those facilities. This will in turn help to determine whether or not those
facilities are addressing the current park and open space needs of the City.
Abilene has an established network of both neighborhood and larger community park facilities. These
parks are well placed within the neighborhoods that they serve and are well maintained. However,
population shifts within the City over time have resulted in some areas having a significant number of
parks, while other newer areas have few or no parks. A key part of the park planning process is to
understand what parks, recreation buildings, trails and open space facilities are currently available. The
process also evaluates the current condition of those facilities so as to assess whether or not they are
addressing the current park and open space needs of the City. This “inventory” serves as the foundation
for the needs assessment for new or improved recreational facilities.

Park Categories

This plan uses national and state guidelines which identify three broad categories of parks.
▪ Local, close to home parks - These are usually located within the community served by the facility.
It includes pocket parks, neighborhood parks, community parks and smaller privately developed
parks such as HOA parks. Trail corridors, greenbelts and in some cases linear parks may also be
considered close to home parks.
▪ Regional parks - These can be located within half an hour to one hour driving distance for most
of its visitors. Parks in this category serve a number of communities, and include citywide regional
parks, park reserves, state parks and national parks.
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▪ Unique parks - These parks can be either local or regional. They are defined as areas that are
unique in some way, whether because of the physical features of the park, or because of the types
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of facilities provided within them. Parks in this category may include linear parks, special use parks,
land conservancies, nature preserves, sports complexes, or botanical gardens.

Components of the Existing Parks Inventory

This inventory of existing parks reviews several aspects of each park in the Abilene system. These
include:
▪ Classification: What is the purpose of a given park? Is it intended to serve a local neighborhood
around it, giving children and young adults a place to play? Is it intended to serve a much larger
population, providing fields for organized league play? This determines whether a park should be
classified as a neighborhood park, a community park, a special purpose park, or a linear park.
▪ Location: Where is the park located in relation to the population that it serves? Is it accessible?
▪ Service Area: What are the limits of the area served by each park? Are there any major
thoroughfares or physical features that create barriers when accessing the park?
▪ Size of the Park: How big is the park? Is it large enough to adequately accomplish its intended
purpose?
▪ Facilities in Each Park: What does the park contain? Are the facilities appropriate for the type of
park?
▪ Layout: Is the arrangement of facilities in each park appropriate?
▪ Condition of the Park: What is the general condition of the facilities in each park?
▪ Special Considerations: Does the park provide facilities for the physically challenged and meets
the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act?

Park Types and Standards in Abilene
Pocket Parks

This type of park is usually less than two acres in size. Pocket parks
are accessed by walking or bicycling. Vehicle access and parking is not
typically needed because of their small size. Amenities in pocket parks
can include benches, landscaping, playgrounds and other focal features.
Size is not a key factor of the typical pocket park, but rather the quality
of the landscaping and features that go into the park. These parks are
generally found in a residential or urban context, such as downtown.
They are meant to serve as pockets of open space in the midst of mainly
developed areas.

Neighborhood Parks

Because neighborhood parks are within easy walking or bicycling
Typical layout of a pocket park
distance, they form the foundation for recreation in most cities like
Abilene. Neighborhood parks provide amenities for an entire family and
typically serve one large or several smaller neighborhoods. Because of
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the physical topography, neighborhood parks can vary in size. Ideally, neighborhood parks in Abilene
should range from two acres to 15 acres in size.
Access - Neighborhood parks should be accessible to residents who live within a one-half mile (1/2)
radius of the park. In some areas of the City, a smaller quarter mile (1/4) service radius may be more
appropriate. Furthermore, neighborhood parks are generally located away from major arterial streets
and provide easy access for the users that surround it. A neighborhood park should be accessible
without having to cross major arterial streets. Neighborhood parks are frequently located adjacent
to elementary schools, so as to share acquisition and development costs with the school district. In
the future, where possible, new neighborhood parks should be planned and developed in close
coordination with the growing Wylie Independent School District. Neighborhood park facilities can also
be incorporated into many of the existing Abilene Independent School District facilities. This can result
in significant cost savings and more efficient use of tax dollars to the City, the County and the school
districts.
Size - The size of a neighborhood park may vary considerably due to physical locations around the
park. An ideal size for neighborhood parks in Abilene should be around five acres. Parks may range in
size from a minimum of two acres to a maximum of 15 acres.
Location - If possible, neighborhood parks should be centrally located in the neighborhoods that they
serve. The park should be accessible to pedestrian traffic from all parts of the area served, and should
be located adjacent to local or minor collector streets which do not allow high-speed traffic. Many cities
require that neighborhood parks have streets on at least two sides of the park.
Facilities - Facilities located in neighborhood parks should include the following:
▪ Age appropriate playground
equipment with adequate safety
surfacing around the playground
▪ Unlighted practice fields for baseball,
softball, soccer, and football
▪ Unlighted tennis courts
▪ Lighted or unlighted multi-purpose
courts for basketball and volleyball
▪ Open space areas for unorganized
play
▪ Picnic areas with benches, picnic
tables and cooking grills
▪ Shaded pavilions and gazebos
▪ Jogging and exercise trails
connecting to nearby neighborhoods
▪ Drinking fountains
▪ Parking, if space is available
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Restrooms are typically not placed
in neighborhood parks because they
increase maintenance and provide
a location for illegal activities, and

Typical layout of a neighborhood park
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neighborhood parks are ideally within walking distance of a person’s home.
Parking - Should vary based on the size of the park and facilities provided. A
minimum of eight spaces per new neighborhood park are recommended with an
additional two handicapped parking spaces. However, the use of trails should be
encouraged to decrease dependency on automobiles. The exact amount of parking
needed will vary based on the size of the park, the availability of safe on-street
parking adjacent to the park, the facilities the park contains and the number of
users attracted to the park. Opportunities for shared parking may be possible with
surrounding compatible facilities such as libraries, schools or city buildings.
C.W. Gill Park is an example of a

Design - The overall design and layout of a neighborhood park is important to its
neighborhood park in Abilene.
final quality and timelessness. These parks should generally be designed with the
programmed space (playground, pavilions, basketball courts, etc.) clustered into an “active zone” within
the park. These areas need ample seating and shade to be hospitable year round. Constructing these
areas near existing stands of trees is strongly recommended as this eliminates the years of waiting for
shade trees to mature. The open/unprogrammed space should be visible from this activity zone, but
should be clearly delineated through plantings and hardscape features such as paved trails and seat
walls.
How the park integrates with the surrounding land uses (residences, a school, a wood area, etc.) is
crucial to the quality of experience within the park. When a road borders the park, it should be
ensured that the houses across the street face the park. When houses must back up to a park, ensure
that fencing between the house and the park is transparent wrought iron fencing (or similar) rather
than wooden, tall, privacy fencing. Transparent fencing allows a softer transition between park and
residence, and provides for informal surveillance of the park. In the future, preferably no more than
25% of any park’s boundary should be bordered by the backs of houses which creates a sense of
uncomfortable enclosure within the park. When a park is constructed adjacent to a school, ensure that
the two sites interact. Work with the school districts to have paved connections between the school and
the park.
The diagram on the previous page illustrates a typical neighborhood park and some of the elements
that the park might contain. Note that this is simply a typical arrangement, and each neighborhood
park should be designed as a unique part of the neighborhood that surrounds it.

Community Parks

These parks are larger parks that serve a group of neighborhoods or a portion of a city. Community
parks are usually reached by automobiles, although residents adjacent to the park and trail users
may walk or bicycle to them. A variety of recreational facilities are provided, including in some cases,
lighted playing fields for organized sports, hike/bike trails, swimming pools and sufficient parking to
accommodate participants, spectators, and other park users. The park facilities at Rose Park are ideal
examples of community park facilities.
Size - The typical community park should be large enough so it can provide a variety of facilities while
still leaving open space for unstructured recreation and natural areas. The park should also have room
for expansion so that new facilities can be added to continue to attract users. A typical community park
varies in size from 15 acres to over 50 acres.
Location - Community parks should be located near a major thoroughfare to provide easy access from
different parts of the City. Because of the potential for noise and bright lights at night, community parks
should be buffered from adjacent residential areas.
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Type - There are essentially two types of community parks: active and passive.
Each type has a different set of facilities provided and an overall different
character. Active community parks typically focus on high-intensity recreation
such as lighted competitive game fields, recreation centers, and manicured
vegetation. Passive community parks, on the other hand, typically have lowintensity uses such as hiking, picnicking, and free play. Passive community parks
generally have a large amount of natural and unprogrammed space in the park.
When a community park is large enough, it can sometimes be both types by
having areas that are active and areas that are passive within the same park.
Facilities - Typical community park facilities may include:
▪ Age appropriate playground equipment with adequate safety surfacing
around the playground
▪ Open space areas for unorganized play
▪ Picnic areas and pavilion(s)
▪ Restrooms
▪ Jogging, bicycle or nature trails, sometimes lighted for evening use
▪ Lighted ball fields, suitable for organized competitive events
▪ Recreation center (if appropriate)
▪ Sufficient off-street parking based on facilities provided and size of park
▪ Security lighting
▪ Restrooms
▪ Covered multi-purpose courts for basketball or volleyball
▪ Other facilities as needed which can take advantage of the unique
characteristics of the site such as fishing ponds, swimming pools, amphitheaters,
dog park, skate park, sand volleyball courts, disc golf course, etc.
Parking - This varies based on the facilities provided and the size of park. The
National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) recommends a minimum of
five spaces per acre, plus additional parking for specific facilities within the park
such as pools or athletic fields. The specific amount of parking provided in each
park should be determined by the facilities provided in that park.
Design - As with neighborhood parks, the overall design and layout of a
community park is important to the park’s final quality and timelessness.
Similarly, active zones of programmed space are also important within
Cal Young Park, Grover Nelson Park, Oscar
community parks. Playgrounds, pavilions and basketball courts make up one
Rose Park and Vaughn Camp Park are
type of active zone, while ball fields, concession stands and storage buildings
examples of community parks in Abilene.
make up another type. Again, providing shade by means of constructing the
former of these two activity zone types near existing stands of trees is strongly recommended, as is the
provision of benches and picnic tables. In community parks and other large parks, it is often desirable
to delineate between activity zones and unprogrammed areas by the use of natural features such
as stands of trees or creek corridors where available. This helps to break up the park visually and
delineate space. Paved trails should connect these various areas with each other, as well as provide a
Page
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The interaction between a community park and surrounding areas is crucial to the quality of experience
within the park. Because community parks are often located outside of neighborhoods, there are
different considerations than there are with a neighborhood park. As with neighborhood parks, it is
important that the park is bordered by neighborhood roads and, if feasible, creeks or other natural
areas. When development does border the park, how the edge is addressed depends on the type
of development. If the development is residential, ensure that the fencing between the houses and the
park is transparent. However, if the development is industrial or otherwise aesthetically unpleasing or
potentially a nuisance, the border should be fenced and heavily planted with trees and shrubs to soften
the edge.
As a final consideration, it is important to understand that active community parks themselves can
sometimes be a nuisance if near residential neighborhoods. Bright lighting at night, excessive noise from
cheering spectators, or the overflow of parking onto neighborhood streets can all become major issues.
If an active community park is to be developed in close proximity to a neighborhood, it should be
designed with an adequate landscape buffer to provide visual screening and sound reduction, and with
parking areas away from housing.

Typical layout of a community park

Page
3-7

Abilene Parks, Recreation and Senior Facilities Master Plan

Regional Parks

Regional parks are intended to serve an entire city and very often become the
premier park in that area. It is land that is dedicated as parkland due to its
regional importance or relevance. This may be due to its natural characteristics
including habitat, geological formations, and/or aesthetic beauty. Other reasons
may be the role that the particular site plays in issues of regional importance, for
example historical memorial, habitat protection, or ecological service including
water conservation and flood protection. The size of a regional park can vary
from less than ten acres to several thousand acres, depending on the purpose
and character of the site. Regional parks are often times under the ownership
and control of county or state government.
Regional parks should be located near highways or major arterials to provide
easy access from different parts of the City. Because of the potential for
traffic, noise and bright lights, regional parks should be buffered from adjacent
residential areas.
Facilities - Regional parks can include:
▪ Indoor or outdoor swimming pools
▪ Recreation centers
▪ Large natural habitat for wildlife and bird watching
▪ Multi-use trails
▪ Nature or interpretive center
▪ Large picnic shelters with grills and tables
▪ Age appropriate playground equipment with adequate safety surfacing
around the playground
Johnson Park at Lake Fort Phantom is an
example of a regional park in Abilene

▪ Restrooms
▪ Athletic fields for game and tournament play
▪ Amphitheater or community gathering area for performances or events
▪ Parking areas for each of the facilities listed above

Linear Parks
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Linear parks are open park areas
that generally follow some natural
or man-made feature that is linear
in nature such as creeks, railroad
rights-of-way, or power line/utility
corridor easements. In Abilene, most
of the linear park corridors are
along natural creeks and drainage
corridors. Properly developed to
facilitate pedestrian and bicycle
North 1st Street corridor is an example of a linear park. Image source:
travel, these parks can serve to
Google streetview.
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link or connect other parks in the local system, as well as schools, shopping centers, libraries, and other
major destinations. No specific standards apply to linear parks other than the park should be large
enough to adequately accommodate the resources they contain. They should also serve to help preserve
open space.
Hike and bike trails, often found in linear parks, serve to provide recreation as well as connections
between parks and other destinations within a city. A trails system should be established to serve both
recreation needs and as a means of alternative transportation throughout Abilene. Such a system should
provide each resident with quick and easy access to parks, retail, and employment areas.

Special Use Parks

Special use parks are designed to accommodate specialized recreational activities. Because the facility
needs for each activity type are different, each special use park usually provides for one or a few
activities. Examples of special use parks include:
▪ Golf courses
▪ Athletic complexes
▪ Nature centers or large natural preserves
▪ Swimming pool/aquatic centers
▪ Tennis complexes
▪ Skate parks
▪ Dog parks
▪ Downtown plazas
Athletic complexes and golf courses are the most common types of special use parks. Athletic
complexes seek to provide fields for organized play in a location that can accommodate the traffic and
noise that a large number of users can generate. Athletic complexes should include sufficient fields so
that leagues can congregate at one facility and not have to spread out in different locations. Evening
activities at athletic complexes necessitate high-intensive lighting that can become a nuisance when the
complex is located too close to residential areas. To address this, wide buffers should be placed around
such complexes and/or they should be located adjacent to commercial or industrial areas.
Nature parks and preserves are a critical part of the land use system in any metropolitan area. They
provide wildlife habitat, flood control, and places for passive recreation. These parks can greatly vary
in size depending on the resources available, but are meant to have a citywide service radius.
The benefit and inclusion of places that are natural areas or unprogrammed open space has been
largely overlooked in the context of typical park master plans. Conservation and preservation are
especially valuable as, over time, natural resources disappear in our cities and natural habitat is
wiped out. The value of walking through historic and natural places that have been left untouched is
immeasurable. Such opportunities are rapidly becoming rare, and the identification and protection
of such areas is urgently needed in most cities today. Cities that marshal the will and act quickly to
conserve natural resources demonstrate the foresight and resolve necessary to ensure that future
generations may enjoy something of beauty and timelessness.
Natural areas and open space are part of a city’s resources and are its natural gems. The value
of such land may have visual, historic, and cultural appeal that imprints upon the visitor, creating a
sense of place and lasting memories. Wilderness, creeks, ponds, prairies and particular geologic
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formations or topographic change may all be considered elements worthy of protection, public access,
and celebration. As unprogrammed space, there is the added benefit of these areas as self-maintaining.
There may be the occasional need to check for hazards, but maintenance is generally not a significant
factor. The very reason that natural areas do not require regular maintenance can be a great asset
by offering outdoor enjoyment, visual pleasure and ecological function at a
minimum cost. They also provide ecological functions such as water and air
purification, carbon sequestration, flood control, pollination, air cooling, and
positively effecting human health and well being.

The dog park within Grover Nelson Park is an
example of a special interest park

An additional type of special use park is a “special interest” park which
typically is developed as a skate park, dog park, or some other park
designed to accommodate a special recreational need. Many cities only
accommodate one park of each special interest type (e.g. only one skate
park per city). Although in the future, demand from residents might be able
to sustain two or more of each type of special interest park. Another popular
alternative is incorporating special interest park areas into larger community
or regional parks.

Size of the Existing Park System
Currently the Abilene parks system includes 31 park sites and contains a total of 1,246.25 acres. Table
3-1 summarizes the existing park facilities. Table 3-2 gives a brief summary of the different types of
parks in Abilene. A review of each of the existing parks in Abilene is shown on the following pages.
The reviews include a summary of facilities in each park, as well as observations regarding the condition
of those facilities. Key potential improvements to each park are also discussed in this section.

Table 3-1 Summary of Existing Parks

Total Number of Parks
Total System Acreage
Pocket Parks
Neighborhood Parks
Community Parks
Regional Parks
Largest Park
Smallest Park

Developed vs. Undeveloped
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32
1,274.78

5 parks totaling 5.27 acres
6 parks totaling 67.61 acres
15 parks totaling 884.46 acres
6 parks totaling 317.44 acres
Sea Bee Park totaling 184.20 acres
Vera Hall Minter Park totaling 0.02 acres
1,032.17 acres vs. 242.61 acres
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#

Park Name

Table 3-2 Existing Park Inventory

Pocket Parks
4 Carver Park
5 Chavez South Park
8 Everman Park
17 Nelson Wilson Park
30 Vera Hall Minter Park
Neighborhood Parks
2 C.W. Gill Park
10 Jackson Park
14 Lee Park
18 North Park
22 Reyes Flores Park
32 Southwest Neighborhood Park
Community Parks
1 Arthur Sears Park
3 Cal Young Park
6 Cobb Park
12 Kirby Park
15 MLK Park
9 Grover Nelson Park
20 Oscar Rose Park
21 Red Bud Park
23 Scarborough Park
24 Sea Bee Park
26 Southwest Drive Complex
27 Stevenson Park
28 University Park
29 Vaughn Camp Park
31 Will Hair Park
Regional Parks
7 East Lake Fort Phantom Park
11 Johnson Park
13 Lake Kirby Park
16 Motorcross Park
19 Northeast Lake Fort Phantom Park
25 Southeast Lake Fort Phantom Park
Total Park Acreage

Acres

Dev./Undev.

Super Neighborhood

1.66
0.75
1.95
0.89
0.02

Developed
Developed
Developed
Developed
Developed

Original Town North
Original Town South
Original Town North
Northeast Hwy 80
Original Town North

10.43
6.80
6.02
11.67
4.16
28.53

Developed
Developed
Developed
Undeveloped
Developed
Undeveloped

Elmwood
Red Bud Park
Westwood Richland
Buck Creek
Original Town North
Park Central

28.00
72.80
16.00
19.50
40.00
174.00
67.11
127.06
32.12
184.20
17.90
20.70
40.10
19.47
25.50

Developed
Developed
Developed
Developed
Developed
Developed
Developed
Developed
Developed
Developed
Undeveloped
Developed
Undeveloped
Developed
Developed

Sears Park
Southeast Hwy 80
Cobb Park
South Treadaway
Southeast Hwy 80
Southeast Hwy 80
Sayles Blvd.
Red Bud Park
Dyess
Fort Phantom
Park Central
Northeast Hwy 80
Dyess
Chimney Rock
Abilene Heights

34.23
49.76
123.27
30.08
33.50
46.60
1,274.78

Undeveloped
Developed
Developed
Undeveloped
Undeveloped
Undeveloped

Fort Phantom
Fort Phantom
Loop 332 East
Fort Phantom
Fort Phantom
Fort Phantom
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Arthur Sears Park
Park Type: Community
Acres: 28.00
Year Built: 1949
Existing Facilities:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

2 backstops
3 baseball fields
0.5 basketball court
2 bbq grills
3 benches
1 drinking fountain
5 group pavilions
13 picnic tables
2 playscapes
1 recreation center
4 restrooms
6 swings
1 tennis court
1 volleyball court
Hike and bike trail
Parking

Assessment of Existing Condition: Sears Park is a key park serving the northern half
of Abilene. The park plays a pivotal role as the centerpiece and source of pride of
the neighborhoods around it. Its size is relatively small for the area that it serves, and
expansion of the park site should be a priority. The park is split into two pieces by Cat
Claw Creek, which is channelized in this area. A pedestrian bridge connects the two
halves of the park. The park is fully developed, with no room for any major additions.
The existing recreation and senior facilities building on the site is old and should undergo
a major renovation or complete replacement. Many of the spaces within the building are
inadequately sized and do not meet current recreation programming expectations.
Key Recommendations: Expand the park site. Consider abandonment or relocation of
adjacent roads along the northeastern edge of the park to capture additional area if
needed. Jointly plan with the development of the adjoining 30 acre private property.
Provide a new concession/restroom building adjacent to the baseball fields.
Develop new landscape features, signage and park identification features along
Ambler. Renovate the baseball field parking area in the northeast corner of the park.
Create a trail connection along Cat Claw Creek and adjacent streets to Cobb Park.
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C.W. Gill Park

Park Type: Neighborhood
Acres: 10.43
Year Built: 1949
Existing Facilities:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

1 basketball court
1 group pavilion
6 picnic tables
1 playscape
Hike and bike trail
Parking

Assessment of Existing Condition: The park is located along Cat Claw Creek, which
is channelized as it traverses the park. The park is within a quarter mile distance from
Rose Park, and a strong pedestrian link between the two parks should be established.
Much of the park has been converted to serve as a detention basin, creating a unique
and interesting park setting. The park is surrounded by streets on three sides and by an
elementary school on the fourth side, making it very accessible. The adjacent school site
green areas are well integrated into the park, and the two flow seamlessly together.
However, facilities in the center of the park are somewhat difficult to access.
Key Recommendations: Renovations to this park include the need for replacement of
the central pavilion, a concrete walk to the center of the park, a perimeter walking trail,
a trail connection to Rose Park, shade over some of the play area, signage upgrades,
and the introduction of replacement trees in the central part of the park.
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Cal Young Park

Park Type: Community
Acres: 72.80
Year Built: 1961
Existing Facilities:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

2 baseball fields
1 disc golf course
1 in-line hockey arena
10 picnic tables
Parking

Assessment of Existing Condition: Cal Young Park incorporates floodplain along
Cedar Creek in the northeastern side of the City. Approximately half of the park’s
acreage is in natural areas along the creek. The park provides extensive access to an
attractive walking environment along the creek. Access to the park from T&P Lane is
excellent. Existing facilities in the park are largely older. Park signage is dated and
needs replacement. Picnic facilities are older and should be replaced when feasible.
More extensive walking trails that traverse both sides of Cedar Creek could be
considered to create a more interesting walking environment. There is also a disc golf
course located in this park with plans of expansion.
Key Recommendations: Create an enhanced concrete walking trail with fitness
equipment and periodic overlook picnic tables and benches along the trail. Create a
loop along the western bank of the creek, as well as a loop to the front of the park
along T&P Lane for walkers who want a more visible trail. Create additional picnic
table clusters along the creek. Add one to two additional shade shelters along the more
elevated portions of the park. Replace park signage and develop park edge features
along Highway 80. Address minor drainage low spots in the park. Add a multi-purpose
basketball court in the park.
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Carver Park

Park Type: Pocket
Acres: 1.66
Year Built: 1922
Existing Facilities:
▪
▪
▪
▪

1 basketball court
1 group pavilion
1 playscape
1 recreation center

Assessment of Existing Condition: This park has a significant level of importance to
the African American community in Abilene. The park includes a new pavilion and a
basketball court. The basketball court is in average condition, with new rims and goals
needed.
The park also includes the G.V. Daniels Recreation Center, which serves as a senior
center and as an after school and summer program center. The center is more than 40
years old, and will continue to need renovations and upgrades to remain viable.
Key Recommendations: It is a high priority to cover the basketball court to allow for
all season play. Add covered bleachers or spectator areas to create a “championship”
court feel to the facility. Consider upgrading court lighting to allow for night-time use
of the court. Consider adding a second court for ancillary play. Renovate the chain
link fencing along Treadaway to upgrade the appearance of the park and to note
its significance in the neighborhood. Add features that commemorate the historical
significance of this park.
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Chavez South Park
Park Type: Pocket
Acres: 0.75
Year Built: 1977
Existing Facilities:
▪ 1 playscape
▪ 1 recreation center
▪ Parking

Assessment of Existing Condition: Chavez South Park is the site of the Chavez
Recreation Center. However, because of significant structural deterioration of the
50+ year old building, the community center is schedule to be closed at the end of
the summer and the building be demolished at a later time. The park should then
be converted into a traditional neighborhood park and integrated with the adjacent
elementary school.
Key Recommendations: Abilene ISD also has plans to close the adjacent school site
in approximately two years. At that time, the entire site could become a publicly
accessible neighborhood park, utilizing the existing playground at the school and the
shared parking lot. Other park amenities that should be added include picnicking
tables and pavilions, one to two multipurpose courts for basketball and volleyball, and
a smaller playscape for young children ages two to five.
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Cobb Park

Park Type: Community
Acres: 16.00
Year Built: 1919
Existing Facilities:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

1 group pavilion
1 playscape
1 recreation center
1 softball field
1 volleyball court
Hike and bike trail

Assessment of Existing Condition: Cobb Park is an attractive older park located in the
northern half of the City. The park has mature trees and interesting topography created
by the confluence of several drainage swales and Cat Claw Creek. Some facilities in
the park, such as the play area, have recently been replaced or updated, while other
facilities and buildings are older and require modernizing. This park is a good example
of a parking and road layout that does not bisect the park site. Access to the park is
exceptional, with streets surrounding the park. The park is also centered in the area that
it serves.
The picnic pavilion and restrooms are dated and in need of replacement or extensive
renovation. The play area and its safety surface are new. The existing recreation center
is older and should be renovated into a community center.
Key Recommendations: Generally Cobb Park functions well in its current condition.
Enhancements to the park should include two replacement pavilions, replacement or
renovation of the existing restrooms, addition of a trail around the park, and the
creation of a trail linkage along Cat Claw Creek north to Sears Park and south to
downtown and ultimately Rose Park. The park signs should be modernized.
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East Park

Park Type: Regional
Acres: 34.23
Year Built: Undeveloped
Existing Facilities:
▪ Undeveloped

Assessment of Existing Condition: This undeveloped park site is located on the east
bank of Lake Fort Phantom. This is one of three park sites on the east side of the lake
that are currently undeveloped.
Key Recommendations: Development of this park will provide additional public access
points to Lake Fort Phantom. Development should include improvements to the boat
ramp, parking, and adding picnicking facilities such as tables, pavilions and grills. The
parks around Lake Fort Phantom should also incorporate nature amenities such as
birding areas and interpretative trails.
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Everman Park

Park Type: Pocket
Acres: 1.95
Year Built: Early 1900s
Renovated: 1990
Existing Facilities:
▪ 2 benches
▪ Fountain
▪ Public art

Images source: Google Streetview

Assessment of Existing Condition: This park is approaching 25 years old, and is in
good condition. This park is used during both the day and nighttime, and should be
maintained in an above average condition.
Key Recommendations: This park is a highly visible downtown park and is one of the
City’s signature facilities, so all features in the park should be kept in good condition.
Trash receptacles and benches should be inspected frequently and repainted or
replaced as necessary. Lighting should be kept in excellent working condition. Funding to
maintain or replace fountain equipment should be provided as needed.
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Grover Nelson Park
Park Type: Community
Acres: 174.00
Year Built: 1956
Existing Facilities:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

2 group pavilions
2 playscapes
4 restrooms
5 softball fields
Lake
Zoo
Dog park
Sprayground

Assessment of Existing Condition: Grover Nelson Park is Abilene’s premier park.
Citizens cited this park as their preferred park. The location of Abilene’s Zoo within this
park contributes to the high level of use and recognition of this park. Recent additions
to the park include the splash pad and dog park. Other upgrades to the park include
a walking trail, stone and concrete signage, new play areas, the community built Fort
Imagination play area, and a recent central restroom building. The small lake is the key
attractor to the park, and helps to create a very attractive park-like environment.
Key Recommendations: Additional development of trails adjacent to the natural areas
in the rear of the park should continue. Two to three additional shade shelters should be
developed adjacent to the lake in the center of the park. All new improvements in the
vicinity of the Zoo should be compatible and enhance the entry area to the Zoo.
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Jackson Park

Park Type: Neighborhood
Acres: 6.80
Year Built: 1965
Existing Facilities:
▪ 2 baseball fields
▪ 1 playscape
▪ Hike and bike trail

Assessment of Existing Condition: Jackson Park is a neighborhood park located
adjacent to Jackson Elementary School. The park is also located adjacent to the
northern end of Red Bud Park. This is a simple park and provides close in green space
for the neighborhoods around it.
Key Recommendations: Enhanced park signage is recommended for this park to inform
residents that this is a public space during non-school hours.
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Johnson Park

Park Type: Community
Acres: 174.00
Year Built: 1961
Renovated: 2011
Existing Facilities:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

2 group pavilions
2 playscapes
4 restrooms
5 softball fields
Lake
Zoo
Dog park
Sprayground

Assessment of Existing Condition: This park is located at the northern end of Lake
Fort Phantom and is one of only two developed parks that are publicly accessible at
the lake. This park was awarded two grants from Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
in 2010 and renovations to this park were completed in 2011. The park offers picnic
facilities, a boat ramp, fishing pier, a playground and a disc golf course. The amenities
in this park are in good condition.
Key Recommendations: Future phases of this park include the development of practice
fields and integration with the zoned commercial uses adjacent to the park long term.
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Kirby Park

Park Type: Community
Acres: 19.50
Year Built: 1940
Existing Facilities:
▪ 2 backstops
▪ 1 group pavilion

Assessment of Existing Condition: Kirby Park was at one time one of the most
prominent and heavily used parks in Abilene. Over time, the area around the park
has transitioned into industrial and commercial uses, and many area businesses have
relocated because of the flood prone nature of the area. The park is still visited
because of its pleasant natural feel with Cedar Creek running through it. Because the
park is not as frequently used by families, it is sometimes used for illegal activities.
The park does not have many facilities, and the existing pavilion is older and in need
of replacement. The park is also located in an area of the City that has many parks
acquired as floodplain along Cedar Creek.
Key Recommendations: Kirby Park should be viewed as a segment terminus of a long
linear park along Cedar Creek. This segment would extend from Will Hair Park south to
Kirby Park, but eventually is recommended to extend farther south to Kirby Lake. Trail
connections north would increase usage of the park. Signage should indicate the extent
of the new trails. Two new pavilions should be added to the park, but no restrooms are
recommended at this time. Consider adding a playground and basketball court in the
park. Consider camera monitoring of this park to deter the illegal activity in the park.

Page
3-24

Chapter 3 :: Park Standards and Existing Inventory

Lake Kirby Park

Park Type: Regional
Acres: 123.27
Year Built: 2000
Existing Facilities:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

4 backstops
4 baseball fields
1 bbq grill
1 fishing pier
1 group pavilion
1 playscape
3 restrooms
4 softball fields
1 boat ramp

Assessment of Existing Condition: Kirby Lake has the potential of being one of
the most attractive destinations in Abilene. The lake is prominently visible from major
roads in the southern sector of the City. The existing park is on the eastern side of the
lake, and offers mainly softball and little league facilities. Lakeside facilities include
fishing piers and boat ramps, but park areas along the edges of the lake are in an
undeveloped state and are not attractive.
Key Recommendations: Lakeside parks along the edges of Kirby Lake could become
the southern equivalent to Johnson Park and a significant quality of life and economic
attractor for Abilene. Few cities have such large lakes within their city limits that have not
been developed. A lakeside passive park should be developed on the eastern side of
the lake between the existing ball fields and the lake. This park should feature a central
irrigated green lawn space for major events, picnic areas, several large rental pavilions,
lakeside trails, a restroom and support parking. On the western side of the lake, a trail
corridor around the perimeter of the lake should be developed.
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Lee Park

Park Type: Neighborhood
Acres: 6.02
Year Built: 1961
Existing Facilities:
▪
▪
▪
▪

1/2 basketball court
2 picnic tables
1 playscape
1 restroom

Assessment of Existing Condition: Lee Park has a very prominent location, but North
10th and Elm Creek isolate it from much of the area that it serves. As a result, usage of
the park is predominantly as a destination park via car. It is a key neighborhood park
for a large area of north Abilene. While Elm Creek forms the eastern edge of the park,
no park facilities highlight the presence of the creek. The park is well sized but has
limited facilities. Play equipment in the park is aging and needs replacement in the next
few years. The park has no parking, but relies on parking at the school across Pioneer
Drive.
Key Recommendations: Add a large, innovative play structure to this park site to
attract use from the many neighborhoods around it. Add one to two shade pavilions, and
develop a soft surface trail around the creek and the perimeter of the park. Upgrade
picnic pad sites.
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MLK Park

Park Type: Community
Acres: 40.00
Year Built: 1980
Existing Facilities:
▪ 2 softball fields
▪ 1 restroom

Assessment of Existing Condition: Acquisition of properties has been ongoing for
a number of years that are subject to frequent flooding along Cedar Creek. Streets
that once served this neighborhood remain and will have to be removed once the area
is converted to a larger park. Two lighted softball fields have been developed at the
northwest corner of the park.
Key Recommendations: Given the flood-prone nature of the property, the park should
be used for recreation amenities without significant structural elements. A master plan for
this site should be developed as part of the plan for the entire Cedar Creek Linear Park
corridor. Acquisition of many of the remaining privately owned lots should continue prior
to final redevelopment of the site. Some of the existing streets could be left in place as
access to the park and for parking, but other internal streets should be removed. Uses
for the area could include soccer fields or additional baseball fields Alternative passive
uses could involve a grass performance amphitheater or even additional detention
areas. As much as possible, existing trees on the site, including mesquites, should be
preserved.
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Motorcross Park
Park Type: Regional
Acres: 30.08
Year Built: Undeveloped
Existing Facilities:
▪ Undeveloped

Assessment of Existing Condition: This site is located south of Lake Fort Phantom
and is mainly undeveloped. It is also inaccessible from Lake Road other than a small
unmarked dirt road. There are man-made dirt bike trails within the property and other
clearings from utility easements and storm water runoff.
Key Recommendations: Development of this park will need to include an access road
and parking infrastructure. Consider designating a formal course with alternative routes
that can create multiple course lengths.
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Nelson Wilson Park
Park Type: Pocket
Acres: 0.89
Year Built: 1977
Existing Facilities:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

1/2 basketball court
1 bbq grill
1 group pavilion
1 playscape
1 restroom
Small open play field
IImages source: G
Google
l SStreetview
t t i

Assessment of Existing Condition: The park has a variety of typical neighborhood
park facilities. The play areas and pavilions are in acceptable condition. The shade
pavilion provides a nice facility for neighborhood use.
Key Recommendations: This is a well conceived park. Key needs are lighting fixtures,
trash receptacles, a looped walking trail and bench repairs as needed. Play facilities
should be upgraded as needed.
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North Park

Park Type: Neighborhood
Acres: 11.67
Year Built: 1977
Existing Facilities:
▪ 1 backstop
▪ 1 bench
▪ Parking

Assessment of Existing Condition: This park is well located near the areas that it
serves. The play area in the park was destroyed by vandalism and has been removed,
but has not been replaced. The park is now mostly undeveloped with only one backstop
existing. The park lacks shade structures and typical amenities for a neighborhood park.
Key Recommendations: Turf reestablishment and irrigation are needed to create a
park-like environment. Nature park play features such as boulders and logs should be
added. A metal shade shelter should be considered for this park with picnic tables. A
looped walking trail is also needed around the perimeter.
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Northeast Lake Fort Phantom
Park Type: Regional
Acres: 33.50
Year Built: 1961
Existing Facilities:
▪ Boat Ramp
▪ Parking

Assessment of Existing Condition: The site has exceptional high views of the deeper end of
Lake Fort Phantom. Beyond the boat ramp, no other development of the site exists.
Key Recommendations: This site provides another public access point to the lake. The primary
public interest should be preserving the west facing elevated views from the bluffs on the site. A
perimeter trail or linear park zone is recommended along the upper lakeside edge of this site.
The parks around Lake Fort Phantom should also incorporate nature amenities such as birding
areas and interpretative trails.
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Oscar Rose Park

Park Type: Community
Acres: 67.11
Year Built: 1917
Existing Facilities:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

2 baseball fields
1 playscape
3 recreation centers
3 restrooms
1 softball field
1 swimming pool
Skate park
Small amphitheater
Parking
Tennis center with 13 courts

Assessment of Existing Condition: Rose Park is Abilene’s oldest park and the former
site of the Abilene Zoo. The park has a significant number of facilities, resulting in little
undeveloped area in the park. The Big Country soccer/football facility on the western
side of Barrow Street is separated from the remainder of the park. Several of the
former zoo buildings have been reused as park or recreation facilities, but are older
and in need of upgrading.
Key Recommendations: Facilities in the park should be upgraded to maintain this park
as one of the premier recreation destinations in the City. The pool should be rebuilt as
a more modern family aquatic center. Consideration should be given to relocating one
or both of the existing senior baseball fields in the park to another park to create room
for redevelopment. Additional picnic and pavilion facilities should be added to the
park. The walking trail should be expanded to cover the southern portion of the site.
The safety city facility is unique and should be renovated. Additional tree planting and
restoration should take place in the center and southern sectors of the park.
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Red Bud Park

Park Type: Community
Acres: 127.06
Year Built: 1967
Existing Facilities:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

4 baseball fields
1 playscape
1 recreation center
4 soccer fields
4 softball fields
Parking
Prairie dog enclosure
YMCA
Walking trail

Assessment of Existing Condition: Red Bud Park is a very large community park that
serves the south/central area of Abilene. It is well located in the region, and has an
excellent park-like internal street layout. Much of the park is used for active athletics,
but the core area serves for children’s play and has a looped walking trail.
Key Recommendations: Additional shade pavilions are needed, as well as shade
structures over the playground facilities. A potential splash pad is recommended for this
park as an additional feature. Bleacher shade shelters at the girl’s softball complex are
recommended. Future expansion of the YMCA recreation facility in the center of the
park should be planned for. A major covered basketball pavilion should be considered
in this park.
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Reyes Flores Park

Park Type: Neighborhood
Acres: 4.16
Year Built: 1943
Existing Facilities:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

1 backstop
1 basketball court
2 bbq grills
2 benches
1 drinking fountain
1 group pavilion
6 picnic tables
2 playscapes
Parking

Assessment of Existing Condition: The park is an ideally sized neighborhood park.
It offers a variety of amenities while still having space for open play areas. A walking
trail and additional shade pavilions are needed.
Key Recommendations: Develop a walking trail around the park in either a crushed
granite or concrete surface. Incorporate an additional medium sized shade pavilion into
the park.
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Scarborough Park
Park Type: Community
Acres: 32.12
Year Built: 1956
Existing Facilities:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

1 backstop
1 group pavilion
1 playscape
2 restrooms
3 softball fields
1 volleyball court
Parking

Assessment of Existing Condition: This is the principle community park serving the
western side of the City, and is vitally important. The park follows Little Elm Creek, and
is well placed and very accessible at the intersection of two major roads. The park has
playground and picnic facilities, but does not offer a significant variety of recreational
facilities. The portion of the park that follows Little Elm Creek provides significant
opportunities for trails and a linear park connecting to University Park.
Key Recommendations: Develop a loop trail around the park and following Little Elm
Creek to University Park. Incorporate additional shade facilities in the park. Develop
park entry features and identity markers. If feasible, acquire adjacent properties and
lands along the floodplain for expansion of the park.
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Sea Bee Park

Park Type: Community
Acres: 184.20
Year Built: 1949
Existing Facilities:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

1 group pavilion
1 restroom
Model airplane flying field
Wildlife observation deck
Air traffic control

Assessment of Existing Condition: Sea Bee Park includes several unique facilities
such as the model airplane runway. The site also serves as the current gateway to the
natural wetland areas that supply water to Lake Fort Phantom. The park had some
renovations completed in 2011 in conjunction with Johnson Park including new overlooks
and interpretative signs.
Key Recommendations: Develop trails throughout the park, and connect to the
Motorcross Park on the southeast side of the lake. Create a more monumental entry
feature to attract attention. Add more shade shelters and picnicking areas in the park.

Page
3-36

Chapter 3 :: Park Standards and Existing Inventory

Southeast Lake Fort Phantom
Park Type: Regional
Acres: 127.06
Year Built: 1961
Existing Facilities:
▪ Boat ramp
▪ Parking

Assessment of Existing Condition: This park offers scenic views of Lake Fort Phantom and is
another public access point to the lake. This site is the only significant park site on the eastern
side of the lake.
Key Recommendations: Development of this park should include two shaded pavilions and a
play area. Create a more structured parking area while maintaining boat ramp access. Provide
additional trees for shade. The parks around Lake Fort Phantom should also incorporate nature
amenities such as birding areas and interpretative trails.
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Southwest Neighborhood Park
Park Type: Neighborhood

Acres: 28.53 acres (total site is 40.73 acres
and includes a 12.2 acre detention pond)
Year Built: Acquired 2014
Existing Facilities:
▪ Undeveloped

Assessment of Existing Condition: This 40 acre site was recently donated to the City of Abilene
to be developed as a park. The site contains a 12 acre detention pond, with 28 acres of usable
park space. This site will make for an ideal neighborhood park to serve the large single-family and
multi-family neighborhoods just north of the area.
Key Recommendations: The future development of this park should include a playgrounds,
pavilions, restrooms and open space play areas to be used for various activities. The development
of this park is a high priority to serve the neighborhoods in the surrounding area.
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Southwest Drive Complex
Park Type: Community
Acres: 17.90
Year Built: 1986
Existing Facilities:
▪ 4 backstops
▪ Parking

Assessment of Existing Condition: This park is within a detention area adjacent to
commercial retail. The park currently has backstops and offers additional practice
space.
Key Recommendations: This park primarily serves as a practice facility but is heavily
used by citizens in the area. Improvements to this park should include a playground, a
shade pavilion and repaved parking lot.
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Stevenson Park

Park Type: Community
Acres: 20.70
Year Built: 1949
Existing Facilities:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

2 backstops
1 basketball court
2 bbq grills
1 drinking fountain
1 group pavilion
11 picnic tables
2 playscapes
2 restrooms
1 swimming pool
4 swings
2 tennis courts
Parking

Assessment of Existing Condition: Stevenson Park is a large older park facility. The
park site is very open with power line corridors bisecting it. The existing pool in the park
is old and will be closed this upcoming summer season because of disrepair mechanical
equipment. It continues to be the recommendation of the master plan to decommission
the pool and add a splash pad in the park.
Key Recommendations: Develop a trail around the park site. Renovate or replace the
pavilions in the park. Irrigate portions of the park, add a splash pad, and add a second
play feature in the park.
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University Park

Park Type: Community
Acres: 40.10
Year Built: Undeveloped
Existing Facilities:
▪ Undeveloped

Assessment of Existing Condition: The park site is currently undeveloped. The site
is generally flat and open with few to no trees, and is ideally suited for practice and
athletic facilities.
Key Recommendations: Develop initially as supplemental practice facilities with central
pavilion, off-street parking, grading and irrigated turf establishment for soccer practice
fields and backstops for baseball/softball practice.
In subsequent phases as that area of the City grows, install a playground facility,
jogging track, multipurpose court and additional shade structures. Upgrade athletic
facilities based on need at the time.

Page
3-41

Abilene Parks, Recreation and Senior Facilities Master Plan

Vaughn Camp Park
Park Type: Community
Acres: 19.47
Year Built: 1958
Existing Facilities:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

1/2 basketball court
3 picnic tables
1 playscape
1 tennis court
1 volleyball court

Assessment of Existing Condition: This park is the single park facility serving the
far southern sector of the City. It is an attractive park with a variety of facilities.
The southern half of the site is a low drainage area with a pond ideal for fishing
opportunities. A gas line right of way enters the park at its northwest corner, and
could be used as a trail corridor leading back into the neighborhoods that the park
serves. Undeveloped lands adjacent to the freeway that lead into the park should be
consolidated into the park site if possible.
Key Recommendations: Develop the wetlands area in the southern portion of the park.
Irrigate the core area of the park. Replace dated picnic facilities, and add a walking
trail around the park.
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Vera Hall Minter Park
Park Type: Pocket
Acres: 0.02
Year Built: 1974
Existing Facilities:
▪ 2 benches
▪ Fountain
▪ Public art

Images source: Google Streetview

Assessment of Existing Condition: This is an attractive pocket park in the center of
downtown Abilene. Due to its high visibility, this park should be frequently inspected and
maintained in a superior manner.
Key Recommendations: Maintain at very high level. Repair or replace benches, trash
receptacles and other park features as necessary.
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Will Hair Park

Park Type: Community
Acres: 25.50
Year Built: 1943
Existing Facilities:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

2 backstops
2 baseball fields
1 basketball court
5 bbq grills
2 benches
1 disc golf course
6 group pavilions
16 picnic tables
2 playscapes
2 restrooms
3 soccer fields
10 swings
2 tennis courts
Parking

Assessment of Existing Condition: Will Hair Park is one of the oldest parks in the
system, and has a variety of features and facilities. These include a play area and good
quality baseball and softball fields. However, a significant opportunity exists to develop
trails and a trailhead along Cedar Creek as it runs though the park. Will Hair will serve
as the northern trailhead of an extensive trail system along Cedar Creek leading to
Kirby Park. In general, portions of the park look very new and attractive, while other
parts look older and in poorer condition.
Key Recommendations: The park needs an overall refurbishment. Items to develop
include a loop trail along both sides of Cedar Creek, new entrance landscaping and
signage features, replacement pavilions, parking, and road refurbishment improvements.
Interpretive signs along Cedar Creek and static art displays could also serve to
rejuvenate the park.
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